CONCEPT NOTE
Of the

Second Regional Conference on Aquaculture in West Africa (2022)
Organized by: WAS AC West Africa Region
Hosted by: Federal University of Agriculture, Abeokuta, Ogun State, Nigeria.
Co-hosted by Africa Hub Aquatic Network, Abeokuta, Ogun State, Nigeria.
Date: 16-19 October, 2022.

Theme:
Sustainable Aquaculture development for improved livelihoods in West Africa.

Venue

Obasanjo Presidential Library, Abeokuta, Ogun- State, Nigeria.

1. Background
Following the successful completion of the first hybrid regional conference held in Ghana, May 1416 2021 with the collaborations of Ghana Chamber of Aquaculture and University of Legon Ghana,
which was recorded a huge success, there is a need to consolidate on lessons learned and bring all
the stakeholders together. This premier event brought together key stakeholders in the aquaculture
industry in West Africa and other parts of the world. The conference included two (2) in-person
events and twelve (12) online sessions. The in-person events took place at the Cedi Conference
Centre at the University of Ghana, Legon, Accra for the opening and closing ceremonies respectively.
A total of 177 participants attended the in-person events. Overall, about 1342 participants including
aquaculture industry players, diplomats, academics, government and nongovernmental
stakeholders, and students – shared expertise and broad experience, through lively and interactive
sessions both online and in-person.
With the West African population estimated to increase to 430 million by 2025, the pressures on
economies, the development of aquaculture cannot be underestimated. More than half of the
region’s population consumes fish products on a daily basis and for some countries (e.g. Benin,
Gambia, Ghana, Mali, Mauritania, and Senegal) it accounts for up to 3-5% of total GDP. The postharvest sub-sector, for example, provides women with many jobs, playing an essential role in
economic and social development. The development of aquaculture as a source of income and food
has just begun to be exploited in West Africa recently. In West Africa, fish consumption represented
less than 15 kg per capita in 2017 according to FAOSTAT (2020), i.e. below the level of world
consumption per capita which is estimated at more than 20 kg/capita/year at the same year.
However, it should be noted that since 2008 there has been a decrease in consumption per capita at
the regional level and for most of the member countries. Fish production in the region increased
from 2,636,574 tons to 3,038,646 tons in the period 2013-2018. During the same period, imports,
although still high, increasing from 1,759,527 tons to 1,926,089 tons, and consumption per capita
decreased further from 12.96 kg to 12.25 kg.
With a suitable natural environment and a relatively stable political climate in most countries, West
Africa offers an attractive investment destination for aquaculture because of its rich coastal
ecosystem and inland rivers and estuaries spanning all the way from Mauritania to Equatorial
Guinea and inland to Mali, Niger and Chad with diverse local species of high market value, such as
tilapia, catfish and Atlantic tiger shrimp - all of which are currently being farmed and exported.
In terms of world aquaculture production, West Africa is not yet a player. West Africa constitutes
less than 1% of global aquaculture production, improved trade relations between the EU, US and
Asia reinforced by a series of national strategies and multi-lateral development financing (e.g. World
Bank’s ProFish and DFID’s Trust Fund of 35 Million USD for FAO-Africa) for developing the sector
have made it a high priority region for aquaculture development, as evidenced by recent
investments from Asia (e.g. Taiwan and China).
The challenge facing the region today is how to accompany positive trends with environmental
safeguards to ensure they optimize the region’s comparative advantage while protecting and
diversifying local livelihoods and contribute to food security of the poor. It is hope that this
conference will contribute positively to the sustainable of aquaculture in the region.

2. RATIONALE
The year 2021 marks unprecedented landmark in West African Region where the first of its kind
hybrid conference was held. The conference was recorded with a huge success.
Recommendations from the notable participants across the global were put together to further
enhance the future conference. These and many more forms the basis for the format and the
structure of the conference. WASACWAR and its partners intends to build upon this momentum,
and thus intends to organize a first, three-day physical conference in October 2022.
3. OBJECTIVES
The objectives of the regional conference were to:
a.
Provide a meeting for knowledge sharing in the field of aquaculture.
b.
Provide a forum and platform for free discussion of the new ideas, research,
development and applications, including techniques and methods to enhance and inspire
pioneering work in the field.
c.
Promote a forum for interaction of members from academia, researchers, key industry
for potential collaborative work effort.
d.
Provide an opportunity for students and young entrepreneurs interaction and share
experience and knowledge for mutual benefits.
e.
Provide a forum for open discussion (e.g panel discussion by experts, government
institutions and recommendations on important/ critical area of national/ regional importance).
f.
Promote sustainable aquaculture in West Africa Region.
4. EXPECTED OUTCOMES
The envisaged outcomes of the second regional conference on sustainable aquaculture
development for Livelihoods in West Africa are:
a. The high-level recommendations on the of sustainable aquaculture development in the
conference, adopted;
b. Various relevant strategic positions and pertinent action plan, considered;

5. LOCATION, MEETING DATE AND ARRANGEMENTS
The Inaugural Meeting of the Second Regional Conference on “Sustainable Aquaculture
development or Livelihoods fin West Africa” is scheduled to take place 16th to 19th October 2022
at the Obasanjo Presidential Library and Federal University of Abeokuta, Ogun State, Nigeria.
6. FORMAT AND STRUCTURE OF THE CONFERENCE
The Inaugural Conference of the Second Regional Conference on Sustainable Aquaculture
Development will have Nigeria Policy segment that will be held on 17th and 18TH 0ctober, which
will be preceded by a two-day meeting of paper presentations from various stakeholders. The
policy day workshop will involve all thirty-five (35) states of commissioner of agriculture and the
relevant stakeholders in Nigeria and policy briefs recommendations will be forwarded to
honorable Minister of agriculture to use and adopt to formulate Aquaculture Legislative Laws in
the country. Young entrepreneurs’ day/student session will be held on 18st October. This is for
young entrepreneur across West Africa countries and Africa who are making the future of

aquaculture a reality and emerging to share their experiences. The proceedings of paper
presentations will also be made available. Various side events and stakeholder’s forums will be
organized with AU-IBAR/ANAF (ANAF General Assembly) on October 15, 2022. Industrial session
will on 16 October. A field visit to a different monumental farm’s centers will be on 17 October.
Happy hour will come up on 19th as a dinner party.
7. CONFERENCE ORGANIZERS
This conference is organized by the WAS, West African Region of World Aquaculture Society
African Chapter (WASWARCAR) in conjunction with the Federal University of Agriculture, and
Africa Hub Aquatic Network, Abeokuta, Ogun State, Nigeria. It is hoped that others organizations
will partner with us in the hosting of these events. So far, engagements are underway with the
World Aquatic Veterinary Medicine Association (WAVMA), AU-IBAR and the Aquaculture Network
for Africa (ANAF), Aller Aqua Ltd, World Initiative of Soy in Human Health (WISHH), Ghana
Chamber of Aquaculture and others.

